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This is a true story based on the authors life.  

Floella Benjamin was just a young girl when she, her sister 
and two brothers arrived in England in 1960 to join their      
parents, whom they had not seen for fifteen months. They had 
left the island paradise of Trinidad to make a new home in 
London - part of a whole generation of West Indians, known 
as the Windrush generation, who were encouraged to move to 
Britain and help rebuild the country after the Second World 
War. 

Reunited with their mother, Floella was too overwhelmed at 
first to care about the cold weather and the noise and dirt 
from the traffic. But, as her new life began, she was shocked 
and distressed by the rejection she experienced. She soon 
realized that the only way to survive was to work twice as 
hard and be twice as good as anyone else. 

This inspirational story is a powerful reminder that courage 

and determination can overcome adversity. 



Vocabulary Victor  

Vocabulary Victor 

helps you to explain the 

meaning of words in context.  

 Can you find a noun/

adjective/verb that tells 

you that…?  

 Why do you think the 

author has used the 

word...to describe…?  

 Which other word on this 

page means the same 

as…?  

 Find a word in the text 

which describes…?  

 Can you find a synonym 

for…?  

 
When I was in primary school my favourite book 

was, ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea!’ I loved the idea 

that tigers should be terrifying animals but the 

tiger in the story sat and ate cake at a dinner table. 

I remember being in year 1 and always choosing 

this story to read from our book corner - I must 

have read the story hundreds of times! I always 

wanted to know what it would be like if a tiger 

came to my house for tea. You could read the story 

and find out what it would be like too.  

Miss Prithwi  
 

 

Who is our Author in the Spotlight?  

Teacher’s corner: 
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Floella was born on the Caribbean island of Trinidad, in a small town called Pointe-a-Pierre on 

the 23rd September 1949. She recalls her first memory being of the wonderful sun drenching 

the Caribbean island, when she was around three years old .  

Floella moved to Britain in 1960 and experienced a huge culture shock because she expected 

everyone to treat her kindly and with respect, but at this time Floella found Britain a cold, 

unwelcoming, violent and bleak place. She had to learn to live in two cultures fast. Floella’s 

mother helped her gain confidence when living in a new place. Floella has said, ‘ Each day 

before we went to school she told us that education was our passport to life and to go to 

school and learn everything the teachers told us.’ Floella’s father was a jazz musician and 

philospher.  

Floella originally wanted to be a teacher however she did not have the money to continue her 

education after her A-levels.  She spent some time as a west end actress before becoming a 

children’s television presenter for the BBC.  

In 1997, Floella had her memoir, ‘Coming to England’ published about her life as a child in the 

Windrush generation.  

“If I can help somebody feel better through what I do, whether they’ve 
seen me on television or read my book, that’s fantastic.”  



Children's Corner  

“ We are reading a book 

called The Colour Monster. 

The red monster means angry 

and the blue monster means 

sad. I like reading it.”            

Dillon—Beetle class   

“I like reading because I enjoy 

looking at the pictures and 

sounding out the words. It 

makes it easier.”                  

Inayaa- Chipmunk class.  

“My favourite book is an  

information book about    

tigers. They are my favourite        

animals. Did you know in 30 

years there could be no more 

tigers? “                                

Tommy—Otter class. 

“ When you read, it is like you 

are part of the book.”         

Nelly—Stingray class  

“I like reading because I learn 

new words using my Víctor 

Vocabulary skills.”          

Rayhan– Chameleon class.  

“I enjoy reading because it 

gives me more imaginative 

ideas to expand my thinking.” 

Sophia—Leopard class  

“Reading is fun. You can    

imagine the story in a        

characters point of view.”              

Mohid—Eagle class  

 

When should I start reading with my child? 
It’s never too early and you can start reading to your baby! 
Every child is different but the golden rule is that you should 
start as early as possible and enjoy reading together! 
 
When and how should I ask my child to try to read with 
me? 
Be guided by your child but don’t force the pace too early and 
run the risk of switching your child off! If your child is asking 
what words say, then he or she is probably ready to begin. 
Start with a familiar story that features lots of repetition so you 
can join in together! 
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Parent and Carer FAQS  

Reception:   

This Jazz Man - Karen Ehrhardt  

We’re Going to Find THE Monster - Malorie Blackman  & Dapo Adeola  

Year 1:  

Change Sings - Amanda Gorman & Loren Long  

The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark– Jill Tomlinson  

Year 2:  

Hair Love - Matthew Cherry & Vashti Harrison  

Dragons Don’t Share –Nicola Kinnear 

Year 3:  

Clean Up! –Nathan Bryon & Dapo Adeola  

Fing– David Walliams  

Year 4:  

Nature Trail –Benjamin Zephaniah  

The Creakers –Tom Fletcher  

Year 5:  

Jaz Santos vs The World—Priscilla Mante  

The Last Kids on Earth  – Max Brallier  

Year 6:  

Listen Layla– Yassmin Abdel-Magied  

Wonder – R.J. Palacio  

Aldborough recommended reads  


